said outright, that very swiftly he should begin the
war and wreak vengeance upon his foes.

Then arose an advocate, a wise man, by leave and
advice of others who were wise, and said: *'Masters,
the matter for which we are assembled here is a
heavy thing, and a high, what with the wrong and
wickedness that have been done, and by reason of
the great evil that may follow hereafter from this
same cause; and, too, by reason of the great wealth
and power of both parties. For all of these reasons
it were dangerous indeed to err in this matter.
Wherefore, Melibeus, this is our judgment: we
counsel you above all things, that, without delay, you
take steps to guard your own person in such wise
that you shall lack neither spy nor watchman. And
we counsel, that in your house you establish a suffi-
cient garrison, so that the house may be as well
defended as you yourself. But, to say truth, as to
initiating warfare in order to obtain a sudden re-
venge, we can give no opinion, in so short a time,
on whether such a move will be profitable. There-
fore we ask for leisure and time wherein to delib-
erate upon the matter more fully. For the common
proverb runs 'Resolve in haste, in haste repent/ And
besides, men hold that he is a wise judge who quickly
understands a case and leisurely pronounces there-
upon. For though delay may be annoying, neverthe-
less it is not to be blamed when it is a ^ question of
rendering just judgments, or of securing vengeance,
when the delay is both sufficient and reasonable.
And that was shown, in example, by Our Lord Jesus
Christ For when the woman taken in adultery was
brought into His presence, in order to learn what
He would have them to do with her, though He well
knew what He would thereafter answer, yet would
He not answer quickly, but deliberated; and He
stooped down and wrote twice upon the ground.
For all these reasons, we ask time in which to delib-